
Chatham Indigenous firm, Wheatley shipbuilder 
team for defence, marine projects 
Billed as the first collaboration of its kind in Canada, a Chatham-based Indigenous 
advanced manufacturer has teamed up with a Wheatley shipbuilder. 
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ATMIS Protective Equipment lnc., a Chatham-based Indigenous advanced manufacturer, has 
partnered with Wheatley ship builder Hike Metal Products Ltd. on future vessel builds for 
Canada's marine and defence sectors. (Photo/Hike Metal Products Ltd.) 

Billed as the first collaboration of its kind in Canada, a Chatham-based Indigenous advanced 
manufacturer has teamed up with a Wheatley shipbuilder. 

ATMIS Protective Equipment lnc., which makes custom machined metal parts, fabrications, and 
automated production systems, and Hike Metal Products Ltd. made the announcement in a joint 
release Wednesday. 

https://chathamdailynews.ca/author/tterfloth/


The two companies have signed a deal to work together on mutually beneficial initiatives in 
Canada’s marine and defence sectors. 

“We pride ourselves in being the most technologically advanced manufacturer in both defence 
and medical, as an Indigenous-owned business,” Andrew Glover, ATMIS’s senior defence 
projects manager, said in an interview. 

“This collaboration with Hike . . . allows us to enter into the marine defence vessel builds. We’ve 
got a very strong relationship in the defence industry.” 

The focus will be on small- and medium-sized boats, between 25 and 150 feet (7.6 and 46 
metres) long. 

But the number of units, and related jobs, won’t be known until the procurement process takes 
place, likely within the next year or two, Glover added. 

“We’ll see good growth out of it and be able to utilize both companies’ core strengths in 
manufacturing to deliver on the needs for defence in Canada,” he said. “There’s been record ship 
building expenses in the last year, to the tune of over $12 billion.” 

With the Canadian government’s mandate to protect Arctic waters, Glover foresees “quite a few 
vessels” will be needed in various roles. 

“Like the icebreaker program, and some of the River-class frigates,” he said. “There’s going to 
be support vessels that go with it, patrol vessels that go with it. And tender vessels. There’s a lot 
of potential for vessels. . . supporting these larger contracts.” 

Buying Canadian should be a priority, Glover said, particularly for large defence contracts, in the 
current global climate. 

“It’s retaining the technology on these builds. We’ve seen it first-hand where companies are 
competing against foreign companies,” he said. “That tax base just ends up leaving the country. 

“This creates jobs, it retains the taxes that are spent on these vessels . . . and in turn, creates 
economic growth. It’s really important that we create a sustainable shipbuilding capacity in 
Canada. Especially with the geopolitical issues going on in the world, Canada’s got to be more 
independent in its capabilities in manufacturing key defence components.” 

ATMIS, a member of the Canadian Council for Indigenous Business, is headquartered in 
Chatham and has a plant in Windsor. 

Glover believes it is the only Indigenous company of its kind that “does very sophisticated, state-
of-the-art manufacturing” in its areas of expertise. 

In the release, ATMIS president Andy Valentine expressed enthusiasm for the partnership and its 
potential. 



“This marks the first time an Indigenous manufacturer has ventured into the new vessel build 
market in support of the government and larger defence prime (contractors),” he said. 

“We’re very excited to be working with Hike MetaI on Canadian maritime vessel builds and 
proud to think our high-quality work will one day be in the ships keeping our country safe.” 

Hike Metal’s portfolio includes hovercraft, Canadian Coast Guard search and rescue vessels, fire 
boats, enforcement patrol boats, ferries, barges, landing craft, fishing and research vessels. 

Hike president Steve Ingram said in the release his company’s decades-long track record will be 
complemented by ATMIS’ advanced manufacturing capabilities and defence industry 
experience. 

“By leveraging our core strengths, we believe we can strengthen both companies’ presence in the 
Canadian marine vessel market,” he said. 

“Combining our skill sets in advanced marine metal product manufacturing is a win, not only for 
our companies, but for our customers.” 
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